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Antecedents PAHO - 1

End of 90’s: 

Project: Systematization of basic data on worker’s health 

in countries of the Americas

Multi phase project on surveillance of health and hazards 

in the workplace

2004 – Workshop in Santiago of Chile: Definition of 

two indicators for each one of prioritized health 

problems (labor accidents, morbidity and 

mortality by pesticides, musculoskeletal 

disorders) to be included in the Regional Initiative 

of Basic Data of Health and Country Profiles
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Antecedents PAHO - 2

2005 – Workshop in Bogota, Colombia: 

Morbidity y mortality by pesticides in 

South America.

2005 - 2006: Proposal of technical sheets 

of indicators of labor accidents and 

morbidity and mortality by pesticides for 

the Regional Initiative of Basic Data of 

Health and Country Profiles
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Proposed indicators for the Regional Initiative 

of Basic Data of Health and Country Profiles

Rates:

Labor accidents

Mortality by labor accidents

Acute poisonings by pesticides

Mortality by acute poisonings by pesticides

Proportions:

Lethality by labor accidents

Lethality by acute poisonings by pesticides
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Indicators - Technical sheets

• Identification of the indicator (name)

• Definitions and basic concepts

• Unit of measurement 

• Type

• Interpretation

• Use

• Limitations of the indicator

• Calculation method and necessary data

• Available categories

• Sources of data
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Labor accident rate

Rate of the number of registered labor 

accidents in a country in a calendar year and 

the total number of workers in the reference 

group in mid-year, by 100.000

“Labor accidents” includes all non-intentional 

accidental injuries at work
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Mortality by labor accidents

Rate of the number of registered fatal labor 

accidents in a country in a calendar year 

and the total number of workers in the 

reference population in mid-year , by 

100.000
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Lethality of labor accidents

Proportion of registered fatal labor 

accidents with respect to the total 

of registered labor accidents in a 

country in a certain year 
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Morbidity by acute poisoning by 

pesticides

Rate of the number of registered cases of 

poisoning by pesticides in a country in a 

specific year and the total population in 

mid-year, by 100.000
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Mortality by acute poisoning by 

pesticides

Rate of the number of registered cases of 

deaths by poisoning by pesticides in a 

country in a specific year and the total 

population in mid-year, by 100.000
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Lethality of acute poisonings by pesticides

Proportion of registered fatal acute 

poisonings by pesticides with respect 

to the total of registered cases of 

acute poisoning by pesticides in a 

country in a certain year 
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Search results - 1

Main sources of data:

Laborstat – ILO

Decent Work Data Base, ILO Central 

America

Ministries of Labor, Health or Social 

Assistance of countries



13

Pan American

Health

Organization

Search results - 2

• Labor accidents

– Last year of data available 1996 –

2006. 

– 17 countries with information of 

2002 or later.

– Four countries without data.
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Search results - 3

• Morbidity and mortality by pesticides

– Last year of data available: 1997 –
2005. 

– 16 countries with information of 2002 
or later.

– Five countries without data. 
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Main difficulties to compare the data

• Different definitions of labor accident and 

acute poisoning by pesticides in countries 

of the Region

• Different indicators, specially in regard to 

the denominator  different population 

covered

• Variability of last year of available data
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Opportunities for cooperation in the 

Region

• Existence of some sub-regional initiatives 

related to OHS information in the Region

– Proposal of indicators - PAHO

– SalTra, FundaCersso

– ILO Central America – Decent Work

– Andean Labor Observatory
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Sub-regional initiatives - 1
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Sub-regional initiatives - 2
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Sub-regional initiatives - 3
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Sub-regional initiatives - 4



21

Pan American

Health

Organization

Opportunities for cooperation

in the Region

• Very active processes of regional and sub-

regional integration

• Interest of countries and international 

organizations

• Cooperation agreement PAHO - ILO

• Social security systems under reform

• Development of OHS information systems by 

Ministries of Labor and Health and Social 

Security Institutions - integrate
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Process for a uniform system of basic 

indicators of OHS for the Region of the 

Americas

• Agree basic information necessities

• Agree indicators for those necessities

• Agree uniform definitions of indicators

• Define sources of information and person or 

department in charge of gathering information 

in each country

• Define institution in charge of consolidating, 

analyzing and disseminating the information to 

the participants and other interested parties

• Define timetable
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It looks simple, but it isn’t. The good 

news is the people with the power to 

make this dream to come reality is 

attending this II Hemispheric Workshop. 

Thank you very much for you kind 

attention


